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Hello all, I hope everyone is having a warmer winter. It’s been very cold lately and I
wanted to do nothing but stay in bed under my blankets. I suspect we are going to
have a ruff winter this year. The last couple of years have been very nice and mild.
As with the weather and seasons of Kentucky, they are unpredictable, but we must be
ready to deal with all types. This being said, we all must be prepared in our profession for ups and downs. The economy seems to be improving and patients are returning for urgently needed treatment. Our patients have to prioritize their income to
what they feel is necessary. Of course as dentists, we believe good oral health is very
important, but alas I believe most of our patients don’t see oral health as a high priority. None the less, we stand ready to promote oral health and much needed treatment.
As with our patients and oral health care, many dentists prioritize there income based
on perceived urgency and value, many chose not to renew membership in organized
dentistry or don’t join in the first place. I’m preaching to the choir. If you’re reading
my letters on a regular basis, you have heard me speaking on membership many
times. I keep banging that drum. I don’t want to have to always sell membership, but
we are at a crossroads. Will we go the way of medicine? Physicians have long ago
abandoned the AMA. I believe they have suffered the consequences. They are overregulated and worked to the point of exhaustion trying to keep their sanity and income. This has not been a good thing for society. Care has been dumbed down for the
sake of a dollar. We all know who’s making the dollars. Dentistry will suffer the consequences of not staying organized. I could not imagine dentistry today if someone
was not here to fight the battles. Dentistry would be done in the back room of God
knows where, by unqualified practitioners, as such in third world countries. If we allow non educated people make the decisions we will get uneducated failed solutions.
This past week the Louisville Dental Society had their general membership meeting
at Ruth’ Chris Steak House in Louisville. Dr. Ansley Depp our KDA president and Dr.
Joseph Crowley our ADA president spoke on what’s going on at the KDA and ADA.
Both presidents are phenomenal leaders. Ansley laid out the KDAs efforts to promote
our profession to Kentucky legislators and working to promote Kentucky dentists’ efforts to provide care for Kentucky’s population. Dr. Crowley spoke about the many
efforts of the ADA and many exciting programs in development to streamline our credentialing with the insurance industry. All in all, it was a great night to socialize and
to come away with some of the answers many have about the efforts of organized dentistry. Dinner was great, a little slow on the desserts, but I believe everyone had a
great time.
Please plan to come to our next meeting on February 15th at Mesh restaurant on
Brownsboro Road. We will have a great meal there too. Also, remember to sign up for
the Presidential Gala at the Frazier History Museum in April. This is a free event for
LDS members and one guest. This is only available to the first 300 so sign up soon.
It’s surely going to be a great time. Hope to see everyone at our February meeting.
Call the LDS office to sign up for these two events. Thanks.
Darren S. Greenwell. DMD, FACD, FICD, MAGD
President, Louisville Dental Society
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Teeth and Jaws: Digital Advances in Orthognathic Surgical Correction
February 15, 2018 @ MESH on Brownsboro Road
Mark Perelmuter, DMD, MS

Louisville Dental Society

Bradley Goldberg, DMD

Ralph Green, DMD

Mark, Brad and Ralph are all graduates of the University of Louisville School of Dentistry. Mark received his masters in science and orthodontic training from St. Louis University while Brad completed
his orthodontic training at the University of Colorado School of Dentistry, Department of Orthodontics.
Ralph received his training in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery from the University of Louisville.
Mark and Brad practice orthodontics together in St. Matthews. Ralph has offices in St. Matthews and
on Poplar Level Rd.

Seminar Synopsis
The speakers will present a wide array of severe skeleto-dental malocclusions and demonstrate the improved efficiency and predictability that digital treatment planning and splint fabrication contribute to
treatment results. The integration of intraoral scanning with CBCT scans are used with surgical modeling software to allow the orthodontist and oral and maxillofacial surgeon to accurately set up complex
cases without the need for impressions, facebows, plaster or model surgery. Invisalign and fixed appliance cases will be presented and the sequence of treatment will be discussed. The promises of new
technology that can so drastically improve the aesthetics, function and lives of these patients
is nothing short of exciting!

Register for this presentation at lds@kyda.org or call 502/244-2005
$56 per person paid in advance by credit card or check.
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LDS New Dentist Study Club: Next meeting February 8, 2018 at NDX~Affinity Dental Lab
Meetings will be limited to new dentists in Louisville & surrounding areas that
have graduated from dental school within the last 10 years. First date for
2018: February 8, working with all ceramic crowns. We picked these
dates to try to avoid other big meetings: LDS, KY Women's Dental meeting,
Hinman, Chicago Midwinter & KDA meeting. May 10, Sep 13, Nov 8.
Possible topics for future study club meetings...Digital impressions (have
reps bring scanners in to play with); Cements (the goo, the bad and the ugly); Raise your profits by reducing your remakes (root cause/ lab communications); Raise your profits by
reducing your remakes #2 (impressions, prepping techniques and tools;
Implants 101: restoring for the general dentist; What I wish I knew the first
year out of dental school; Sleeping with the Enemy (sleep apnea) NTI, 3
appointment dentures; Growing your practice and how (consultants, Henry
Schein, Levin group); working with All ceramic restorations; Verotek, Zirconia, Partial options.
The goal of this is to build a sense of comradery between new dentists, to give them a space to learn things that are
important that may or may not have been talked about in dental school. Hopefully it will also be a space to talk about
clinical successes & failures & what we learned from them. Also the over-arching goal is to pull them into organized dentistry & help them see the importance of it. If you are out of dental school less than 10 years, come on out on Feb
8th to meet other new dentists.
Emily Brown, DMD, New Dentist Chairwoman

New Program Name, But Same Great Options For Members With Student Debt
Did you hear Darien Rowayton Bank (DRB) — the student loan refinancing program endorsed by the ADA
— now calls its student loan program Laurel Road? Even with a new name, the program is the same.
Qualifying ADA members can continue to refinance existing federal and private loans at a lower rate and
receive an extra 0.25 percent discount on their loan rate.
If you’re interested in joining your fellow members who are saving an average of $33,000 over the life of
their loan by refinancing with Laurel Road, visit ADA.org/

Louisville Dental Society
Patron Recognition
~PLATINUM PATRONS~
Bowman Insurance & Benefit Services
Healthcare Practice Consultants, LLC
Lifetime Financial Growth of KY
NDX ~ Affinity Dental Lab
Stock Yards Bank Private Banking Group
US Bank Dental Practice Finance
VanZandt, Emrich & Cary, Inc.
~GOLD PATRONS~
ADL Dental Laboratory
Derby Dental Laboratory
Summit Dental Consultants, LLC
UIC Dental
~SILVER PATRONS~
Blue & Co. LLC
Henry Schein Dental
Ivoclar Vivadent, Inc.
Patterson Dental
Whip Mix Corporation
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FREE LDS Dental Clinic at 4th Ave UMC on February 17.
Please join us—we need you!
Help your community, enjoy some camaraderie with your colleagues
and have some fun!
Sure could use some help treating the patients! You will work with &
inspire the dental and pre-dental students who also help with this
endeavor. Thanks for everyone's support.
If you can make it, please call Dr Ransdell 502-599-7361
or let Susan know at 502/244-2005. Check the schedule below.
I invite everyone to enjoy a lively Saturday morning and help out.

2018 Dates for LDS Sponsored Free Dental Clinic.
To volunteer, call 502/244-2005
Feb 17
Feb 24
March 17

4th Avenue UMC, 318 St Catherine at 4th Avenue.
Sojourn Community Church
1207 Shelby Street at Oak Street
St Joseph’s, 1406 Washington Street, 40206

April 21
May 19
June 16

4th Avenue UMC, 318 St Catherine at 4th Avenue.
4th Avenue UMC, 318 St Catherine at 4th Avenue.
St Joseph’s, 1406 Washington Street, 40206

WaterStep and Louisville Dental Society Partnership ~ 2018
The Louisville Dental Society certainly plays a huge role in the city’s
dental community, but its members go above and beyond their day to
day responsibilities to help those around them. LDS has served the
community this past year through their Teeth to Toes campaign partnership with WaterStep, a non-profit whose mission is to save lives
with safe water, and it was through one of the Louisville Dental Society’s members that made this partnership possible. Dr. Joe Jacobi, a
selfless leader who serves as the liaison between the two organizations, is actively involved in the Louisville Dental Society as he practiced dentistry for 36 years before selling his company and going into
full-time service work with WaterStep. At WaterStep, where he has
volunteered since 2011, he supervises the volunteer manufacturing
team who builds the water treatment products that WaterStep sends
around the world, participates in the research and development team
to develop and produce new technologies and equipment for water
treatment and sanitation, and has traveled with field teams on many
water projects, most recently to Puerto Rico. Because of Dr. Joe’s
work, WaterStep and the LDS have been able to collaborate to help
change the world with safe water through the Teeth to Toes campaign, a program with a mission to get shoe drives in dental offices in
the region. These shoe drives help fund the endeavors that WaterStep undertakes to fix the water problem around the world. Already,
several dental offices have partnered with WaterStep through the
campaign and are not only collecting shoes, but are spreading the
word about this nonprofit’s mission because of this. If you would
like to participate in the campaign by hosting a shoe drop-off
box in your office, for more information please contact Natalie
Bonura at
natalie.bonura@waterstep.org
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LDS January 18 dinner meeting at Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Dr Dennis Price, Dr Chris Babcock,
Denise Simmel, Dr. Mark Flesch and
Dr Barbara Stratton listen to Dr Crowley,
ADA President at the LDS meeting.

Dr Tim Woock, Dr Ken Hofmann, Dr
Chris Howell and Dr Doug McCall at the
LDS’ January meeting at Ruth’s Chris.

Dr John Rakutt & Dr
Michael Barnett.

Dr Randy Ransdell

Dr Joe Wagner & Dr Mark
Schulte at January LDS.

Susan Broughman-Lewis
and Dr Jim Lewis

The January LDS meeting at Ruth’s Chris was very well attended—it actually sold out! Speakers
were KDA President Dr Ansley Depp and ADA President Dr Joseph Crowley.

Dr Gerry Mitchell, AirGerry1, 42-year member of
the Louisville Dental Society, passed away on December 16, 2017. Dr Mitchell practiced dentistry
with Dr Deane Pierce for 42 years.
Dr. Mitchell loved aviation and was a commercial
pilot who won the KY Derby Festival Balloon Race
in 1996.
Dr Mitchell & his wife Susan were avid boaters and
scuba divers, loved fishing, snorkeling, snow skiing and photography.
Dr Mitchell will be greatly missed by many, including many LDS members.
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Report Finds Americans Use Tax Refunds To See Physicians, Dentists.
Bloomberg News (1/8, Tracer) reports that some consumers wait for their tax refunds to visit a
physician or dentist, according to new research from JPMorgan Chase & Co. The research indicated that “U.S. consumers boosted their out-of-pocket health spending by 60 percent in the
week after they got a tax refund,” and “spending stayed high for about 2 1/2 months, with
about two-thirds of the extra spending money going to in-person payments” to physicians and
dentists. The study stated, “Even when consumers knew with near-certainty the size and
source of a major cash infusion, they still waited until the infusion arrived before spending.”
Fox Business (1/8, Kazin) states the report showed that “the change in health care spending
caused by the tax refund was more distinct for families with a low cash buffer.” Consumers
with “more than $3,500 in their checking accounts increased health care spending just 11%
after they received their tax refund check,” whereas consumers with “less than $536 in their
checking accounts increased health care spending 220% after they collected their tax refund.”
ADA: Simplify Credentialing Process for Dentists
CHICAGO, IL, Oct. 10, 2017 — In an effort to reduce administrative burdens for all dentists, the ADA and CAQH have

formed a strategic alliance to help streamline the credentialing process for dentists, dental plans and employers. The
ADA® credentialing service, powered by CAQH ProView®, enables dentists to enter their professional and practice information one time in an easy-to-use, fast and protected digital platform. “We hope the days of dentists submitting multiple
credentialing applications are coming to an end,” said Dr. Joseph Crowley, ADA President-elect. “This collaboration is a
great opportunity for all dentists to simplify the business of dentistry through a smart, efficient solution that’s currently in
use by more than 1.4 million other healthcare providers and over 900 participating organizations.” Any U.S. practicing
dentist can participate in this service by visiting ADA.org/godigital and then selecting the “My Credential” icon. By accepting the terms and conditions, the dentist will be redirected to the CAQH ProView Welcome Page. There, he or she
will see certain prepopulated information from the ADA - or the information attested to previously - making it easier and
quicker for the dentist to complete and attest. Once a profile is complete and attested, dentists grant permission to the
dental plans and other participating organizations they choose to access their data. The information can be used not
only for credentialing, but also for provider directories, network adequacy and other business needs. A number of dental
payers already participate in CAQH ProView; view the full list at CAQH.org/proviewdentalplans. “Collaboration is a
hallmark of all CAQH initiatives,” said Robin Thomashauer, CAQH Executive Director. “Our alliance with the ADA will
reduce the costs and administrative burdens for both dentists and dental plans alike, and further establishes CAQH
ProView as the healthcare industry’s go-to choice for collecting and sharing provider data.” Dentists can update their
information any time. Automatic reminders will encourage dentists to review and attest to their information every 120
days so that profiles remain timely and accurate. The system will also prompt users if their licenses or other documentation are about to expire. Learn more about the ADA credentialing service at ADA.org/credentialing.
Learn more about CAQH ProView at caqhproview.org.
Must I Accept a Dental Plan’s Credit Card as Payment?

While some dental benefit plans and third-party administrators (TPA) now pay dental offices with credit/debit cards instead of traditional paper checks, not all dentists want to receive payment this way.
These card payments are often delivered electronically, either by fax or secure email. The office processes the payment
just like any other credit card transaction — by entering the card number, security code, expiration date and amount.
However, these cards may come with a much higher processing fee than traditional credit or debit cards.
There’s a simple solution to avoid these fees: You can call the toll-free number on the explanation of benefits (EOB) and
tell the company you’d rather receive a check.
For more information on these credit/debit payments check out the video from the Center for Professional Success.

ADA coding guides educate dentists on new, revised codes in CDT 2018 The ADA, with
support from knowledge experts in the dental community and Practice Institute staff, has published 3 new
CDT code guides that cover teledentistry, caries-arresting medicament application and finger-prick in-office
diabetes testing. Each guide will help dentists understand the procedures underlying these CST 2018 codes
and how they should be reported. These free guides are available on the ADA’s Coding Education page.
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